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DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
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Nfav 8, 200'7	 Ilk! i 4 2001 W
Nfn	 Mr. Charles , Spencer, Project General ManagerI Kefth A. Klein, Manager	 G
Rich land Operations Office 	 Washington Closure Hanford, TLC
United States Department of Energy 	 2620 Fermi Avenue
R 0, Box 550, MSIN: A7-50 	 Richland. Washington 99354
Richland, Washington 99352

Re: Notice of"Violation of the Hanford Facility Resource, Conservation, and Recovery Act
Permit at I 00N1,Area. Hanford Site

Dear Mz, Klein and Mr. Spencer:

The United States Dc'partment of Energy-Richland Operations Offlc4,-; (TJSDOE-RI) and
Washington Closure Hanford, U  (WCH) are parties to Revision 813 of the Hanford Facility
Dangerous Waste Portion of the Resource, Conservation, and Recovery Act Permit (Site-Wide
Permit) issued by the Department of DrolcW, In this letter, references to the Permittees include
WCH and USDOE-RL,

We identil"Y' concerns to notify owners and operators of -inadequate practices which, if not
remedied,, mail evolve into violations subject to enforcement actions that may include orders and
penalties, In this case, Ecology will xithhold issuance of orders or penalties for 30 days pending
the successful revision to cunent practices in order to remedy the cited violations and concerns,

Stunmarized below, you will find the violations, concerns, and remedies to them. Ecology -,oill
assess the resolutions to these violations and concerns during future inspections on the Hanford
Site, Correction of theviclations and concerns listed does not relieve USDOE-RL or WCH of
the duty to comply with other requirements of state or foderal,envirmsmental laws,
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1. Hanford Facility Resource, Conservation, and Recovery Act Permit, Dangerous Waste
Portion, Revision 8B, Condition 1.1 I5.a.

Site-Wide Permit Condition LEI 5.a requires the Permittecs to provide Ecology with immediate
verbal notification of any release dangerousus waste or hazardous substances, which may
endanger hurnan health or the environment.

USDOE-RL and WCII failed to notify Ecology ofreleases of dangerous wastes and/or hazardous
substances within the 183N demolition area as follows:

FyCH had knersvledge of a diesel f̀ atel spill to the .roil an January 16, 2007, and again on
doet testy 19 2007, however, l3'CHdid not notify Ecology of the January 19 spill until
Jcanuar}, 24, 2017, and" fiflled to notify Ecology of the January 16 spill altogether.

2. Hanford Facility Resource, Conservation, and Recovery Act Permit, Dangerous Waste
Portion, Revision 813, Condition I.E.Me

Site-Wide Pe 7,h Condition I.E.I5.e requires the Pennittees to immediately control and mitigate
any release of dangerous waste of hazardous substance per WAC 173-3113-145(.3).
WAC 173-303-145(3) requires immediate action to mitigate mid control any release, regardless
of quantity, that threatens the environment or human h lth.

Specifically, USDOE-RL and WC11 failed to mitigate and control releases dangerousis wastes
and/or hazardous substances into the environment at the 183N1 demolition site in the following

On Jaanuary 16, 2007, an zarrkaaown quatifiry of diagelfuel (esinnoted by R ICH to be one taffve
gallons) Baas discovered to have leaked to td soaift ons excavation equipment in use at the 183N
dean taboo sitar. The leak from the excavation equipment waas•{irst observed on Jata2aoy 12, at
which iftne the excavator *vas removed froaaa service andparkedjaending repair by a nxc)vxinic an



N1S:

1. Release Cleanup;

U S3O&RL and WCH failed to properly implement corrective action to adequately cleanup
spi"ls of petroleum products, hazardous wastes, or hazardous substances, as follows:



�. �����:	 �

On January 16, 2007, and again on January 19, 2007, diesel fuel spilled to the soil from

equipment operating �� the ����� demolition site within the ICON Area ��Hanford. �/���
designated the resulting contaminated soils based �� information from v���0��;��v�� o

Material

Safety Data Sheets �����!�0J. �/���� performed �� sampling ��� analysis t� substantiate their waste
designation Y� the soils ������ for disposal.	 � 
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During its inspection, Ecoloor .',nspectors advised V CH personnel that the inform, ation used to

designate the contaminated sails was insufficient. WCH then "	 esi aated" the contaminated
soils this time basing their waste determinations on published chemical information and
calculations of contaminants in the soil based on these chemical references.

3. Recorrikeeping.

4. Division and Dilution:
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S. Preparedness and prevention-

RESOLUTIONS TO VIOLATIONS:

Revision
2. Hanford Faeffity Resource, Conservation, and Recovery Act Permit, Dangerous Waste

 BB, Condition

Documentation of the mitigation of all releases shall be maintained in the facility's operating
record and available to Ecology upon request. Any policies or procedures used by LTSDOE-RL
ar WCH to demonstrate to Ecology compliance -Adth the mitigation and control requirements of
WAC 173-303-145 must clearly describe the requirements above.
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RE8QLLJjj0NS.j0 CONCERNS:

ReleaseCleanup:

Upou receipt of this letter, Ecology and EPA will init iate meetings with the Permitteesto
determine the application of corrective action at the Hanford Facility , in order to clean tip releases
of dangerous waste, dangerous constituents, and hazardous substances including petrolcum
products.

3. Rec€frd eeping:

To rneet record keeping requirements of the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent
Order, the Site-Wide Permit, and the requiretr ems, of Wash? Vwn Administrative Code,
1:FSDOE-RI, and its conLractors should docursent all releases to the environment of dangerous
waste, dangerous constituents, and hazardous substances, including petroleum products,
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regardless of quantity in the facility operating record or other log. This documentation must
include the time and date of the release, the location and cause of the release, the type and
quantity of the material released, and a description of the response actions taken for the release,
This documentation must be maintained current and available to E c ology upon request.

4. Division and Dilution:

Any business practice that encourages division or dilution of wastes, including excessive removal
of soils for the purpose of avoiding regulation, may be considered by Ecology to be dilution per
WAC 173-303-150. Furthermore, such practices may unnecessarily increase cleanup costs and
impact limited waste disposal resources, Ecology- will consider the requirements of W 4 173-
3Q3-150 during future inspections at the Hanford Site,

S. Preparedness and Prevention:

Ecology will consider the requirements of WAC 173-303-340 during future inspections at the
Hanfbrd Site.

If you have any questions, please contact ine at 509-372-7933.

Sincerely,

Bob Wilson
Compliance Specialist
Nucicar Waste Program

pll
cc: See next page
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